
A Message from the  
SLCA President 
 
Another year has passed 
and it is time for our annual 
membership drive. I’m 
reminded that this is a good 
opportunity to re-
familiarize the members 
with what the association 
does for them (for a 
whopping $10 per year). 

 

On the back page of every 
newsletter you will find a 
list of those volunteers that 
mange this civic 
association. (Note: we are not a 
HOA – Homeowner’s Association 
– with titled rights to govern the 
community). At the top of the list 
are the SLCA officers whose duties, 
likely familiar to most, are detailed 
in our bylaws. Further down are 
listed the names of our committee 
chairs (some standing and others 
organized by the chair, again, per 
the bylaws).We are a member of 
the Mount Vernon Council of 
Citizens’ Associations (MVCCA) 
which, as the name implies, is an 
organization that brings together the 
many community associations 
throughout our end of the county to 
share information and hopefully 
speak with a greater voice towards 
those issues that impact us. Each of 
the SLCA committee chairs are 
associated with the corresponding 

committee on the MVCCA and 
attend regular monthly meetings. 
Following their monthly meeting, 
each chair reports the actions of 
their respective committees to the 
SLCA board which it discusses. A 
position is formed as needed to 
guide  the committee chair as they 
return to the next committee 
meeting.  

 

If that was not enough, the SLCA 
produces this newsletter bimonthly, 
manages the website, facebook 
page and the email alert of 
important events & happenings 
within the community. We have a 
solid block captain group (THANK 
YOU ALL!) that acts as our eyes 
and ears while welcoming new 

neighbors, collecting the annual 
$10 dues and delivering a paper 
version of the newsletter to those 
who choose (but the online version 
is in color!!) 
 
Many volunteer hours go into 
managing the SLCA. We have a 
committed group of your neighbors 
who work hard to keeps things 
moving and our community safe & 
secure (and we welcome additional 
volunteers!) Over 80% of the 
community are active members of 
the SLCA but we need to improve. 
If you have not heard form your 
block captain in the next month, 
please reach out to me and I’ll see 
that your membership is continued. 
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Stratford Recreation Association 
 
Our friends at the SRA held their 
summer membership meeting in 
July where the new bath house 
plans were unveiled (pictured 
above). With appreciation to 
Khrysti Uhrin & JC Schaub for 
volunteering many hours of their 
architectural skills which has 
proven invaluable to the pool! We 
look forward to the new bath house 
opening with the 2016 season. 
 
The other picture on this page is of 
the 5th annual SRA bike ride to 7-
11. It is quickly becoming a right of 
passage for our kids and grows 
annually! 
 
Please join the SLCA Community 
Blood Drive 
Inova Mt Vernon Hospital 
2501 Parkers Lane, Alex. 22306 
The next SLCA "Jack and Betty 
Shawn" Blood drive is Satruday, 
October 3rd, 2105. 
 

Look for the Sign-Up Genius link 
to be published soon on the SLCA 
website or feel free to contact Steve 
(via email or phone call to the 
number below) with your preferred 
time(s).  Contact Steve Schlacter to 
schedule your appointment.  Email: 

stephen.schlacter@gmail.com 
Phone: 703.587.5695 For more 
information on Blood Donation, 
please visit: 
http://www.inova.org/get-
involved/blood-donor-
services/donate-blood 
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FUN FACTS #3 
By Leah Chapla 

 
Before the Mount Vernon Ladies 
Association of the Union purchased 
the Mount Vernon Estate in 1858 
for $200,000, it had been offered to 
the State and Federal governments 
for historic preservation but neither 
would buy. There was a higher bid 
from a developer but the owners 
would not sell for a commercial 
venture. Ann Pamela Cunningham, 
who was from South Carolina, 
founded the MVLA in 1853 for the 
purpose of preserving and restoring 
the home of George Washington 
and gathered ladie s of the union 
and renowned speakers to help in 
raising the funds. She made an 
impassioned plea to the owner, 
John Augustine Washington, Jr.  
(the great-grand-nephew of George 
Washington) in a providential trip 
to Mount Vernon and he became 
convinced that the ladies would be 
the ones to take on the task of 
saving Mount Vernon. They bought 
the home, buildings and 200 acres 

of land and opened the home to 
visitors (charging 25 cents for 
admission) as they began their 
restoration and preservation. During 
the Civil War, the estate was 
neutral ground and soldiers from 
both sides were admitted, after 
being asked to leave their guns at 
the gate.  
Today the estate consists of 500 
acres and is directed by the Board 
of Regents (“the Mt. Vernon 
ladies”) who represent 30 states. 
There are 500 employees and over 
400 volunteers and the annual 
average number of visitors is one 
million. 
 
Feathered Friends 
 
Our summer breeding birds have 
been busy raising young. During 
June, 41 species were reported in 
Stratford Landing: Canada Goose, 
Wood Duck, Mallard, Great Blue 
Heron, Black Vulture, Turkey 
Vulture, Osprey, Bald Eagle, 
Mourning Dove, Chimney Swift, 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy 
Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, 

Pileated Woodpecker, Eastern 
Phoebe, Great Crested Flycatcher, 
Eastern Kingbird, Blue Jay, 
American Crow, Barn Swallow, 
Carolina Chickadee, Tufted 
Titmouse, White-breasted 
Nuthatch, House Wren, Carolina 
Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, 
American Robin, Gray Catbird, 
Northern Mockingbird, European 
Starling, Prothonotary Warbler, 
Song Sparrow, Northern Cardinal, 
Red-winged Blackbird, Common 
Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, 
Orchard Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, 
House Finch, American Goldfinch, 
and House Sparrow. For more 
information about birds in our area, 
visit eBird.org and 
allaboutbirds.org. Want to see what 
you've been missing?  Bird walks 
are held every Sunday morning at 
Dyke Marsh (meet near north end 
of Belle Haven picnic area) at 8:00 
a.m. and at Huntley Meadows Park 
in the parking lot every Monday 
morning at 7:00 a.m. All are 
welcome. 
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Upcoming Lecture: DNA and 
Genealogy 
 
Jim Bartlett will speak on "DNA 
and Genealogy" at the Mount 
Vernon Genealogical Society, 
September 15, 2015, at 1 p.m., at 
the Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500 
Shenandoah Road, Alexandria, VA 
22308. Jim will present a simple 
review of how DNA works, and 
you’ll learn how to use DNA test 
results to learn more about your 
surname line and ancestry with Y-
DNA; your all-female line and 
ancestry with mtDNA; and link 
with cousins from all of your 
ancestors and prove those lines at 
atDNA. For more information 
about this and other MVGS 
programs, special interest groups, 
and classes, visit 
www.mvgenealogy.org 
 
 
Piano and Voice Lessons:  Kim 
Fairchild, a SL resident , is offering 
piano and voice lessons for children 
and adults.  Please call 703-629-
3339 for more information.  
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Mary Lou Hoffman, Membership Co-
Chair 703.360.7267  
mlnhoffman@aol.com  

 

Stratford Landing Executive Committee Officers  

Rob Maher, President
703.609.8261  
Rob@mortgagefool.com  

Jody Nyalko, Vice President
703.360.8350 
jnyalko@verizon.net  

Committee Chairs  

John Horn, Transportation & 
Community Improvements 
703.360.9015  
john.horn3@gmail.com  

Keith Kettell, Rules & Parliamentarian 

Courtney Cheney, Recreation Co-
Chair 202.270.9413  
courtney.cheney@capsco-inc.com
 

vacant, Recreation Co-Chair   

Jennifer Krempin Bridgman 
Communications 
202.641.8840 
Jennifer@krempincommunications.com

Howard Bowdring, Treasurer 
703.780.4320  
hbowdring@yahoo.com  

Claire Kluskens, Secretary 
703-780-3282  
ckluskens@verizon.net  

Association Delegates  

Kim Fairchild, Budget & Finance  

kfairchild2000@yahoo.com 

Leah Chapla, Planning & Zoning 
703.929.4875  
leah.chapla@longandfoster.com 

Betsy Martin, Environment & Recreation 
703.360.0691  
betsy@folhc.org  

Kathy Hoke, Health & Human Services 
703.780.2679 
kh12251225@gmail.com 

Carol Horn, Education 
703.360.9015  
Carol.Horn@cox.net  

 Work Force Housing now joined with 
HHS above  

Tony Magro, Public Safety 
703.780.7480  
tmagro10@gmail.com  

Terri Maloney, Consumer Affairs 
703.780.3454  
t2maloney@aol.com 


